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DRAIT CONSTITUT ToN OF THE HUNGARLAN
VOLUNTARY NATIONAL DEFENSE FEDFRATION

(Comment: Tmig report gives a full translation of the drart
constitution of the new praramilitary organization, MOHSZ (Magyar
Onkenteg Honvedelmi Szovetseg, Hungarian Voluntary National De-
fense Federation), which wag formed by a merger of the MRSZ (Mag.
yar Repulo Szovetseg, Federation of Hungarian Fliers) and the
MSZHSZ (Magyay Szabadsagharcos Szovetsege, Federation of Hungar-
ian Fighters for Freedom), fThe constitution was Publisheqd by the
Provisional presidiunm of the new organization and distributed as

an inclosure in the March 1955 igsue of Szabadsa@arcos, official
bublication of the MSZHSZ . ]

I. llame , Miss‘on! and Duties of the Federation: The federation, Pormed
by a merger of MRSZ ang MSZH3Z ) is hereby named the Hungarian Volunta._'y Ha-
tilonal Defenge Federation, MOHSZ is a voluntary patriotic nags organization
of the people » Parviculaerly the youth, of Hungary, .

and the populace g love of country and Party, unshakable faith in the USSR,
hatred or €uemies inside ang outside the nation > and consciouspess of the ne-
cessity of national defense; to expand and popularjze mass national defenge
activities s Prepare the youth for military service s draw active-duty soldiers
into the work of the federation, and familiarize members and the Populace
with' the military branches 5 to cultivate among the people the memory of our
honored fighters for freedom and national traditions; to promote activities,
particularly in the fielg of sports » Which are beneficial to national ge.
Tense; to instruct members and the bopulace in civi] defense; and to provide
political instruction to the masses, particularly to those about to enter mily-

To accomplish itg tasks, the federation will organize lectures, meet.
ings, and competitions in clubs, athletic 8roups, etc; nevspapers, books,
magazines, brochures » 8nd films will alge be distributed. Contacts should be
maintained with similar organizations in the USSR and other People's Democra-
cies, and outstanding individuals ang organizations ghould be rewarded.

The federation will function under the supervision of the Hungarian \1
Workers Party and 1in close cooperation with the DISY (Dolgozo If jusag Szovet-

sege, Federation of Working Youth), the councils, the trade unions, military

units, and social organizations,

The federation is a legal entity and will heve its own flag, insig-
nia, and seal, as approved by the National Committee (Orszagos Valasztmany)
of the federation,

II. Membership: Any Hungarian citizen may be a member of the federa-
tion, 1f ke 1s over 14 years old, is a loyal member of the People's Democ-~
racy, has participated with honor in the building of the sociallist nation B
agrees to abide by the constitution and decisions of the federation , and
pays his dues regularly.
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Mzmbcrshig ) che Tederation may be acquired only by individual
written application. New members are selected by the boards of the primary
units and confirmed by the assemblies.

The federation will teach its members voluntary self-discipline,
and persuasion w11l be the chief disciplinary tool. Membership may be qig-
continued by withdrawal, expulsion, or death.

The obligations of members are to support and defend the authority
of the state and protect federation and soclalist property; to participate
in all authorizeg federation activities and prescribed duties; to Popularize
and publicize the work of the federation and attract new members; to Promote
continuelly and Systematically military and political knowledge and to guard
the moral ang political purity of the Pederation; to foste. criticism ana
self-criticiem and discloze criticism from below, regardless of the persons
involved; snd to maintain airfield, rifle range, competitive, and training
discipline,

A member has the right to participate in the making of decisiong
and in debates touching upen the work of the federation and to criticize the
Performance of members and higher organs of the federation; to prarticipate as
8 candidate or voter in elections for office in the federation (candidates
for office must be at least 16 years old); to take part personally in any de-
liveration concerning his activities or conduct; to master military knowledge
and sports in hig chosen field; to Join any federation club or use any feder.
ation equipment or facilities; to participate in the athletic competitions,
exhibits, or shows sponsored by the federation; and to address petitions and
requests to elected organs of the federation, up to ar including the National
Conference.

III. ZEducationsl [Discip_linagz] Facilities: Organizational leaders may
revard an individual who promotes active work in the interests of the federa-
tion, introduces innovations, or achieves notable success in other federation
activities, by an oral or written expression of appreclation, by displaying
the individual's name on the "honor board," by awarding prizes, or by recom-
mending the individual for a uweritorious award from the National Committee
of the federation or from the government,

Discirlinary action must be initiated against members who violate
the constitutica of the federation, Extreme care should be exercised that
an unbiased hearing be held after a close examination of the circumstances
and welght of the violation.

Disciplinary actions may take the form of (1) warning, (2) reprimand,

(3) public censure, (4) temporary loss of the right to engage in athletic
training or competition, (5) temporary restriction from holding office, or

expulsion from the federation in serious cases. Disciplinary action is
taken by the assembly of the primary unit concerned; action under (5) ang
{6) must be approved by one of the next higher organs of the federation.
Disciplinary decisions may be appealed to all organs up to and including
the National Conference of the federation,

IV. Organizational Structure: The federation 1s structured on the
principle of democratic centralism, which means that all officials of the
Tederation are electeq by its members through their representatives, who
are thereby accountasble to the members for their actions; the federation
must function under collective leadership in the work of 1ts elected organs
and under appropriste individual leadership in the work of the training
branches; the lower organs of the federation are bound by the decisions of
the higher organs; and the decisions require & simple voice majority for
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Tae Pederag,oy i3 organized on a rogional ang shup basis. The iower
regional organizations are subordinate to the Budapest » |megye, jaras, munici-
pal, district, and shop presidiums,

members ig required to form a quorum. In the absence of g quorum, the orge-g
may be reconvenped repeatedly for 10 days to act upon the specific agenda items
of the nonguorum session > and 8 quorum will be considered to exist regardless
of the number of menmbers present,

The organs of the federation are as follows: the National Conference
(Orszagos Konferencia), the National Committee (Orszagos Valasztmany), the Na.
tional Presidium (Orszagos Elnokseg), and the Budapest, megye, jaras, munici.
pal, district, and shop (1) conferences of delegates (kuldottertekezletek) 5
(2) commitices (Valasztmanyol ) > aod (3) presidiums (elnoksegek). ’

The conference determines the tasks of the federation up to the date
of the following session s elects the members ang alternates of the Rational
Comzi ' tee by secret ballot, debateg and pasges Judgment on the report of the
National Committee, and ray, by a simple voice majority, amend the constitu-
tion, of the federation.

VI, The National Committeel Presidium, and Secretariat: Between sessions
of the conTerence » the Nationay Comittee directs th. vwork of and represents
the federation in its dealings with the state ang other mass organizations, In
sesslons of the comittee, all regular members enjoy equal rights, and alternate
members have advisory rights, The committee establishes the number of delegates
to the conference op the basis of the membership of the clubs and oxganizations
in the federation 5 chooses the 17 regular and Tive alternate menbers of the Naw
tional Presidium from among its own members; and, between sessions of the con-
ference > may in exceptional cases co-opt members for the committee » but not in
excess of 15 percent of the comuittee 's elected members,

Betveen sessiong of the committee » the National Presidium will meet
once & month to direct the work of the federation. The presidium shall chooge
from among its own members the chairman and vice-chairmen of the federation;
appoint the central department heads and chief editor of the official newsg -
paper; make decisions on matters pertaining to cadres falling within its Jurig-
diction; determine the number of departments and the duties of the federation H
approve the budget and the manner of itg implementation; and create a8 secre-
tariet, composed of the chairman and vice-chairmen of the federation. When
necessary, the presidium nay suspend the presidium of any lower organ » disbang
lower organs » 8nd appoint temporayy presidiums for lower organs for 3-month -
periods.

The secretariat is responsible for the control and execution of deci-
sions between meetings of the presidium; it makes decisions on matters pertain.
ing to cadres falling within its Jurisdiction, and carries out its work on the
basie of the decisions and instructions of higher organs.
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VII. Budapest; Megye, Jaras, Municipal, District, and Shop Organg of the
Federation: The supreme organs of the Budapest, megye, jaras, municipal, dis-
trict, and shop organizations are the conferences of delegates, which are con-
vened every 3 years by the committees of the respective organizations (see next
paragraphl. The Kational Presidium apportions the number of delegates of the

various conferences. Each conference of delegates elects the committee for its
organization by secret tallot and debates the periodic reports of the comnittee.

The Budapest committee is composed of 45 regular and 19 elternate mem-
hers; the megye committees, of 27-37 regular and 13-15 alternate members; and
the jeras, municipal, district, and shop comuittees, of 15-25 regular amd 5-9
alternate meumbers. .

The committee is in authority between sessions of the conference of
delegates; it must meet at least once each quarter; it elects the presidium
{rom among its own members and hears the reports of the presidium.

The presidium is in charge of the everyday activities of the clubs and
organizations within its Jurisdiction. The Budapest and megye presidiums are
composed of 11-13 reguler and 5 alternate merbers; and the jaras, municipal,
district, and shop presidiums, of 7-11 regular and 3-5 alternate members. From
among 1ts own members, each presidium elects & chairman, who directs the work
of the presidium and is responsible to it and the higher organs of the federa-
tion,

The presidium, the committee, and the conference of delegates are the
superior organs of each group of 500 members or more which operates within their
Jurisdiction in the schools, shops, bureaus, producer cooperatives, or other es-
tablishments.

The elected organs of thege organizations must be approved by an
elected organ at the next higher level in the federation.

VIII. Primary Units (Alae szerkezetek): The functions of the primary units,
which are the basis of the federation, are (1) to explain to the populace the
goals and tasks of the federation, emphasize the importance of national defense,
and drav the greatest possible number of members into the federation; (2) to
organize lectures and disseminate literature on military and historiecal topics;
(3) to form study groups and courses for instruction 4n marksmanship, motor
[motorcycle?] racing, automobile repair, glider and motor-driven ajrcraft fly-
ing, parachuting, airplane modeling, meteorology, civil defense, horsemanship,
skiing, and other subjects of a military and techuical nature; (4) to organize
compe.itions and military games and exerclses and arrange for tours of military
installations arnd exhibits; and (5) to draw activists, engineers, scientific
workers, garrison officers, reserve officers, and noncommissioned officers into
the activities of the primary units.

The federation will accomplish its mission spontaneously and of its
own initiative under the guidance of the party, in close ‘cooperation with the
DISZ, the local councils, and the trade unions and other mass organizations,
and with the assistance of enterprises, bureaus, educational institutions,
producer cooperatives, etc.

Primary units mey be formed in any shop, producer cooperative, MIS,
state administrative office, educational establishment, city, town, bureau,
or institution, provided there are at least five members in the unit., The
formation or termination of any primary unit must be approved by the Budapest
or appropriate megye presidium. In large factories and establishments where
there dre over 100 federation members, primary units may be formed in the
various shops or departments. Particular effort must be made to promote pri-
mary units in the villages and outlying areas.
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The supreme orgaw of the primary unit is the assembly (taggyulee}.
The presence of over half the members of the aggembly 1s required to form a
quorum. Each assembly must meet at least once a quarter and will elect a

three- or five-member board » depending on the size of the unit's membershig.
The five-member boara will consist of & chairman » training officer, discipli-
nary offlcer, supply officer, and clerk; the three-member board, of a chair-
man disciplirnary officer, and supply officer.

The income of the primary units will consist of 40 percent of the
membership dues, contributions from shops, bureaus, and social groups inter-
ested in the development of the federation > and vo' 1tary contributions from
the members themselves. The funds of the primary unit will be used to defray

the costs of training and mass organizational work, in accordance with plans
approved by the assembly.

IX. Ciuts {Klubok): The clubs are to
in sports, blying, marksmanship,
horsemanahip, motor-racing, etc.

provide training and instruction
technical military matters » parachuting,
Club membership is acquired by individual
application and on the Tecommendat

ion of the primary unit of the applicant,
All clubs are subordinate to the National Presidium and the parent regiomal
presidiums.

The duties of the central clubs (koz

rert training to members, work out new methods, and assist subsidiary clubs,
‘ under the supervision of a directorate approved by the National Presidium and
‘B in accordance with bylaws approved by the National Presidium.
!

porti klubok) are to provide ex-

X. Branches of the Federation:

¢ Two branches operate within the federa-
tion: (1) brench for fighters for freedom and independence, and (2) the vol-
untary branch fe. reserve officers.

The duties of the first are to organize
those persons who fought against fascism and to collect mementos of the revolue
tion for ume in the education of the workers » berticularly the youth, The -
duties of the second branch

are to drav reserve officers into the federation
and provide them with the opportunity for further training,

The operation of the
National Presidium.

branches is governed by rules approved by the
- XI., Finence and Property:
N . fees and membership dues s
from other organizations i
federation will take over

tionel procurements.

The federation will be Pinanced by initiation
income from federation activities » and contributions
nterested in the development of the federation. The
the property of the MRSZ and MSZHSZ » and make addi-

New members must pay a 2
Membership dues a-» 3 forints
Per month for dependents.
regulations.

-forint initiation fee at the time of entry.
per quarter for wage earners and 1.50 forints
Members of clubs will pay dues as required by club

XII, Miscellaneous: The constitution of the federation is binding on
all members and organizations of the federation,

The federation may be disbended either by decision of the National
Conference of the federation or by aecree of the Council of Ministers,
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